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Child Poverty (Scotland) Act 2017

• The Act sets four child poverty reduction targets to 
be met by 2030:
– To reduce relative child poverty from about 1 in 4 now to 1 

in 10 by 2030

– Other targets focus on living standards over time, material 
deprivation and persistent poverty.

• Scottish Ministers have to produce 3 multi-year 
‘delivery plans’ on how to meet the targets 

• Local partners have to produce annual plans

• The Poverty and Inequality Commission will 
scrutinise progress over time. 



Every Child, Every Chance

• The Tackling Child Poverty Delivery Plan 2018-22 
was published by the Scottish Government in March 
2018.

• It sets out key actions to reduce child poverty, based 
on three main drivers of child poverty reduction:
– Increasing family incomes from work

– Reducing household costs

– Maximising family income from social security

• It also looks at partnership and prevention to boost 
life chances of children/young people now who may 
be parents themselves in 2030. 



Highlighted actions





Priority families approach provides equality focus

• Our plan is to develop all the actions in the 
delivery plan with these priority families in mind

• We will be monitoring and evaluating to make 
sure these families benefit from our interventions



Colleges actions in delivery plan

1. Commit £150,000 from the Tackling Child Poverty Fund to expand the 

SAAS Outreach Programme.

This programme proactively provides face-to-face, digital and published student 

information. It currently reaches, through its events, an estimated 30,000 young 

people and their parents/guardians, with a particular focus on widening access. The 

funding will help expand this successful model to reach children and young people 

from our priority families, making sure they can access the funding support 

available.

2. Support the further education sector to develop initiatives with colleges in 

local areas, investing £1.2 million over the course of the Delivery Plan.

These will support or scale up preventative approaches, helping ensure young 

people who have grown up in poverty have, through further education, a 

sustainable route to positive destinations and a route out of poverty. This work will 

also take account of the needs of young mothers and fathers in further education, 

acknowledging the particular support they need and enabling them to build a future 

for themselves and their families.
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