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New Chair Appointed to Edinburgh College Board
The Minister for Further Education, Higher Education and Science, Shirley-Anne Somerville, today announced the appointment of Professor Sir Ian Diamond as Chair of the Edinburgh College Board.

Welcoming the appointment Ms Somerville said: 

“I’m pleased to be able to appoint Sir Ian Diamond as Chair of Edinburgh College and I am confident that, with his extensive public sector background including his most recent period as Principal and vice-Chancellor at the University of Aberdeen, he will bring a wealth of experience to this important role.  
Colleges are key to our ambitions in widening access to further and higher education and as Chair of Edinburgh College, Sir Ian will be an ambassador, not only for the college, but for the wider college sector.  

I look forward to working with him in his new position and in the months ahead”.

Edinburgh College Principal, Annette Bruton, warmly welcomed the appointment. 
“I had the great pleasure of working  with Professor Sir Ian Diamond in Aberdeen when he first took up his role as Vice Chancellor and Principal of Aberdeen University.  I very much look forward to welcoming him to Edinburgh College and to working with him again.  
I am sure that Sir Ian’s experience as a highly regarded leader and his abilities in improving the student experience will be much to the advantage of our college.’ 

CHAIR
Sir Ian Diamond has been Principal of the University of Aberdeen since 2010 and will step down in mid-2018.  Prior to this, he was Chief Executive of the Economic and Social Research Council, following a career as a statistician at the University of Southampton.  Ian is a passionate about education and the role colleges play in providing the skills to drive inclusive growth for Scotland; and has led the development of partnerships between Aberdeen and colleges across Scotland.  He is an experienced Board Chair and is currently Chair of British Universities and Colleges Sport.  Ian is also a Board Member of UK Research and Innovation.
APPOINTMENT
This appointment will be for four years and will run from 03 March 2018 to 02 March  2022.
This appointment is regulated by the Commissioner for Ethical Standards in Public Life in Scotland.

REMUNERATION
This appointment is part-time and attracts a remuneration of £330 per day for a time commitment of two days per week.
OTHER MINISTERIAL APPOINTMENTS

Professor Sir Ian Diamond does not hold any other ministerial public appointments.
POLITICAL ACTIVITY 

All appointments are made on merit and political activity plays no part in the selection process.  However, in accordance with the original Nolan recommendations, there is a requirement for appointees’ political activity within the last five years (if there is any to be declared) to be made public.  Professor Sir Ian Diamond has had no political activity in the last five years.
BACKGROUND 
Edinburgh College is a leading provider of further and higher education offering a wide range of courses and training opportunities that serve the people, communities and employers across Edinburgh and the Lothians.  

With approximately 20,000 students, Edinburgh College is one of Scotland’s largest colleges with 99% of successful full time learners moving onto employment or further study within six months of graduating – the college is the biggest single provider of students to Edinburgh Universities.   
The College’s extensive provision ranges from access to degree level study and includes full-time and part-time courses, evening classes, flexible and on line learning, vocational qualifications and business training courses.


